
 The latest anti-LGBT 
ploy frightens me. A lawsuit 
is pending in the United 
States Supreme Court 
seeking to shield the names 
of people who filed a peti-
tion for a referendum to 
overturn the State of Wash-
ington’s Domestic Partner-
ship Law. The argument 
being made is that the peo-
ple who signed the petition 
may come to harm if their 

names are dis-
closed. In essence, 
they are claiming 
that gays will harass 
them and imply that 
physical harm may 
come to them.  

 Picture this: LGBT peo-
ple are being accused of 
being violent, harassing 
thugs who will harm people 
who want to deprive LGBT 
people of equal rights. Are 
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people so frightened by 
LGBT people that they need 
a court’s protection?  

 Maybe it’s just me, but I 
think this is as ridiculous as 

(Continued on page 5) 

By Ed Kancler, Akron chapter president 

 We are 
all deeply 
saddened 
by the loss 
of longtime 
PFLAG 
Cleveland 
member, 

Margot Cohen.  

 Margot was a tireless 
advocate for PFLAG's mis-
sion and an active Advisory 
Board member. She was an 

ardent supporter of the arts.  
Margot loved to attend the 
plays and films that PFLAG 
sponsored.  She was also a 
primary contributor to the 
annual brunch sponsored 
by PFLAG Cleveland at 
PRIDE.  

 Margot's cheerful atti-
tude and easy smile 
brought joy to everyone 
around her.  She will be 
greatly missed. 

By Sharon Groh-Wargo, Cleveland chapter president 

In memoriam 

 We grieve with Alan, 
their children and their ex-
tended family and friends. 
Margot’s obituary can be 
found at Cleveland.com. A 
memorial service was held 
January 30. 

 The family suggests 
contributions be made to 
National High School Insti-
tute, at Northwestern Uni-
versity, 217 Noyes St., 
Evanston, IL 60208-4165. 

A most 
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WWW .PFLAGAKRON .ORG 
 

HELPLINE:  
330-342-5825 

 

Executive Board 
President-Ed Kancler; VP-Chris 
Goldthorpe; Secretary-Joe Gardner; 
Treasurer-Trish Casserly; At Large-
David Horowitz, Bill & Marie Libby, 
Audrey Kancler, Joy Watts, Jim Lake, 
Sue & Chuck Magilavy 

 

Committee Chairs 
Program-Chris Goldthorpe; Publicity-
Marie Libby; Hospitality-Rada Jenkins; 
Library-David Greene; Newsletter-
Audrey Kancler 

 

CLEVELAND CHAPTER 
615 Prospect St.  
Berea, OH 44017  

 

WWW .PFLAGCLEVELAND .ORG 
mail@pflagcleveland.org  

 

INFOLINE:  
216-556-1701 

 

Executive Board 
President-Sharon Groh-Wargo; VP-
Jes Sellers; Secretary-Marianne 
Buccini; Treasurer-Art Thomson; At 
Large-Alan & Margot Cohen, Craig 
Hoffman; Legislative Coordinator-Tom 
Roese; Newsletter-Pat Brandt; 
Snacks-Gail Smith; Librarian-Gene 
Ashley; Webmaster-Quentin Jamieson 

Our Mission 
 

 PFLAG promotes the health 
and well-being of gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgender 
persons, their families and friends 
through SUPPORT to cope with 
an adverse society; EDUCATION 
to enlighten an ill-informed public; 
and ADVOCACY to end 
discrimination and to secure equal 
civil rights. 

 PFLAG provides opportunity 
for dialogue about sexual 
orientation and gender identity 
and acts to create a society that is 
healthy and respectful of human 
diversity. 
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Cupid’s Holiday buffet dinner and dance to benefit Colors of Cleveland 
Pride, 8:00 p.m., Tizzano’s Party Center, 1361 E. 260th St., Euclid. Tickets 
$35, after-5 attire. Call 216-322-5131. See related article on page 3. 
 
35th Womyn’s Variety Show by Oven Productions, 7:30 p.m., Nickel and 
Inn on Coventry, Park Synagogue, Kangesser Hall, 3300 Mayfield Rd., 
Cleveland Hts. Women over-18 only. Entertainment by Fabulous Party 
with DJ Freeze and Debra. Tickets $20. Call 216-375-0780. 

 
North Coast Men’s Chorus Mardi Gras concert to benefit 
NCMC, GLSEN, and Bellefaire JCB, 6:30-10:30 p.m., Windows 
on the River. Performances, silent auction, costume contest. 
Tickets $50. Call 216-556-0590. See related article on page 3. 
 

Free lecture by Keith Boykin, a veteran of six political campaigns, editor 
of The Daily Voice online news site, CNBC contributor, BET TV host and 
New York Times best-selling author of three books, 7:30 p.m., University 
of Akron. Info: www.uaevents.com. 
 
2010 Undercover Competition  fundraiser for the Community AIDS Net-
work, 6:30-9:30 p.m., 18 N. High St., Akron. Silent art auction, complimen-
tary hors d’oeuvres, gift basket raffle and live music. Info: 330-252-1559. 
 
Plexus Leadership series  “Creating strong LGBT Employee Resources 
Groups,” 3:30 p.m., Cleveland Clinic, Euclid Ave. Info: 
www.thinkplexus.org. See related article on page 3. 
 
Bowling for Equality annual fundraiser for the Hu-
man Rights Campaign, Mahall’s Lanes, 13200 Madi-
son Ave., Lakewood. Tickets $20/person, $75/team of 
five. http://cleveland.hrc.org. 
 
The Red Ribbon Connection 10 th anniversary celebration , 6:00-11:00 
p.m., McKinley Grand Hotel, 320 Market Avenue South, Canton. Musical 
entertainment, cocktails, dinner, show, dancing, silent auction, basket raf-
fle, 50/50 raffle. Proceeds will support the Connection’s mission to help 
those with HIV/AIDS. Tickets: www.theredribbonconnection.org or 330-
417-5329. 
 
Cleveland International Film Festival. Watch 
www.pflagcleveland.org for announcement of PFLAG  
Cleveland’s sponsored movie. 
 
North Coast Men’s Chorus Spring Concert “Too Marvelous for Words; 
The American Songbook” to benefit GLSEN, Saturday 8:00 p.m,; Sunday 
3:00 p.m., Waegen Auditorium, Cleveland State University. Tickets 216-
556-0590 or tickets@ncmchorus.org. See related article on page 3. 
 
State PFLAG meeting. Look for more info in upcoming newsletters. 
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SEE AKRON AND CLEVELAND CHAPTER MEETING INFO ON PAG E 4. 
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 Colors of Cleveland will host a 
benefit buffet dinner and dance on 
Saturday, Feb. 13 from 8:00 p.m.-
1:00 a.m.  

 “Cupid’s Holiday” will be held at 
Tizzano’s Party Center, 1361 E. 
260th St., Euclid. 

 Tickets are $35 and after-5 attire 
is requested. For tickets call 216-
322-5131. 

 Colors of Cleveland is an all-
volunteer, nonprofit organization cre-
ated to bridge the racial divisiveness 

between LGBTQ and heterosexual 
communities of color. It addresses 
issues of homelessness, hunger, 
discrimination, sexually transmitted 
diseases, unfair labor 
practices, and 
more. Its mission is 
to increase 
awareness of 
the needs in 
these communities in 
order to promote dia-
logue, intervention and 
resolution.  

Colors of Cleveland benefit 

 The North Coast Men’s Chorus 
will celebrate Mardi Gras and per-
form and Cleveland State University 
this year at two special concert 
events. 

 The Mardi Gras celebration is 
Saturday, Feb. 13 at Cleveland’s 
Window on the River in the Nautica 
Entertainment Complex. It promises 
to be an exhilarating night of music, 
merriment, and masquerade with 
New Orleans flair. 

 Enjoy an evening performance 
by NCMC. Shop for the perfect gift at 
a live and a silent auction featuring 
classic collectibles, great getaways, 
delicious dining, exciting events, 
ticket packages and more. Don’t 
miss out on the $20 Mystery Mask 
Wall and receive a chance to win an 
item valued at $500. Get out your 
masks and feathers, too! Best cos-
tumes of the night will be crowned 
King and Queen of the celebration. 
And there will be much throwing of 
beads and gold coins in Mardi Gras 
tradition. 

 Admission is $50 per person. 
Tickets are available by calling 216-

North Coast Men’s 
Chorus events 

556-0590.  
Proceeds benefit  
NCMC, Bellefaire  
JCB, and GLSEN. 
 Then in April,  
enjoy the NCMC’s  
spring concert in  
Waegen Auditorium  
at Cleveland State  
University. 
 “Too Marvelous  
for Words: The American  
Songbook” will be performed Satur-
day, April 10 at 8:00 p.m. and Sun-
day, April 11 at 3:00 p.m. Ticket in-
formation by phone at 216-556-0590 
or at tickets@ncmchorus.org.  

 The North Coast Men’s Chorus 
has proudly performed for 22 years 
throughout Northeast Ohio and be-
yond. It is a community-based musi-
cal organization which affirms the 
gay experience presenting quality 
performances, providing a supportive 
environment, and promoting a posi-
tive presence in the community. 

 Visit the NCMC website at 
www.ncmchorus.org.  

  

The value of 
Employee  
Resource 
Groups 
 
 Learn how Employee Re-
source Groups in can add value 
to your company at the next 
Plexus Leadership Series event. 

 Stephen Gould, from Out & 
Equal Workplace Advocates, will 
explain how to create and 
strengthen LGBT Employee Re-
source Groups (ERGs) in your 
organization.  

 ERGs are focused on adding 
value to the organization by 
helping to identify and engage 
customers and suppliers, recruit-
ing and retaining top employee 
talent, and supporting diversity 
and inclusion in the workplace. 

 Potential roundtable groups 
will include creating an ERG, 
growing existing ERGs, and 
ERG best practices. 

 This presentation will be 
given on Friday, Feb. 26 at 3:00 
p.m. at the Cleveland Clinic on 
Euclid Avenue. To register, visit 
www.thinkplexus.org. 

 Out & Equal Workplace Ad-
vocates is a national organiza-
tion devoted to the LGBT com-
munity in the workplace. The 
Plexus Education Foundation 
brings together LGBT business-
people in order to network and 
support diversity and equality.  



 The Akron chapter 
meeting on February 
18 at 7:00 p.m. will 
feature a representa-
tive of the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau. 

 Richelle Taylor, a 
regional director for 
the bureau, will dis-
cuss the bureau’s goal 
of collecting as much data as pos-
sible regarding LGBT identity. 
Richelle has previously spoken to 
the Dayton chapter and plans to 

address the 
Youngstown chap-
ter. 

 Please note: 
New officer elec-
tions also will be 
held at this meeting.  

 

Board Meeting 
Board members should note that 
the Board meeting in February will 
take place at 6:00 p.m. (not 5:30 
p.m.). 
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 We had a lively discussion of 
the history of marriage equality at 
the Akron chapter’s January 
meeting. Some findings: 

 Marriage equality can be 
traced back to ancient Greece, 
Rome, China, and even North 
American Indians. In ancient 
Greece, marriage between same 
sex partners was not officially law-
ful, but the relationships were not 
prohibited by law.  

 In the Roman Empire, Em-
peror Nero was formally wed to 
another man. Same-sex marriage 
was legal until 342 AD, when the 
Roman Empire became Christian. 
Thereafter, it was punishable by 
death. 

 Marriage equality was recog-
nized in at least one province in 
China and during parts of the 
Ming Dynasty.  

 Certain Native American 
tribes recognized marriages be-
tween men, with one man being 
named the husband, and the 
other the wife. 

 Today, the American Psychi-

atric Association, the American 
Psychological Association, and 
the National Association of Social 
Workers noted the following in a 
brief filed with the Supreme Court 
of California in the Proposition 8 
lawsuit: 

 “Empirical research has con-
sistently shown that lesbian and 
gay parents do not differ in their 
parenting skills and their children 
do not show any deficits com-
pared to children raised by het-
erosexual couples.” 

 Of similar impact is the finding 
that in recent studies in Denmark, 
Sweden, Norway, and parts of the 
United States where same-sex 
marriage is recognized, the di-
vorce rate of heterosexual cou-
ples has decreased. 

Cleveland chapter 
celebrates 25 years  
 
 PFLAG Cleveland is celebrating 25 
years of LGBT education, awareness 
and advocacy in Northeast Ohio in 
2010. Watch this newsletter and the 
chapter website at pflagcleveland.org 
for special 25th anniversary events. 

 The second annual chapter busi-
ness meeting will be held Tuesday, Mar. 
9 at 5:30 p.m. at Trinity Commons. 

 Monthly support group meetings are 
held on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. at the Commons. 

  
 

On the town 
 

 A group of PFLAG Cleveland sup-
port group members enjoyed dinner at 
Latitude 41 and a showing of “A Single 
Man,” a film based on the 1964 novel by 
Christopher Isherwood about an emo-
tionally wrenching day in the life of a 
1960’s homosexual college professor.  

 This outing was the first of what is 
hoped to be several social gatherings to 
help members keep involved and con-
nected outside of the support group set-
ting.   

 Keep your eyes on the website and 
e-mails for notices of future events of 
this type in the coming months.  

Marriage notes from Akron chapter 
meeting 

Akron chapter to discuss Census 
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 During last month’s [Akron] 
PFLAG meeting, the floor topic was 
gay marriage. Well, I believe I have 
found a book to end all books deal-
ing with that very topic.  

 Gay Marriage: Why it is Good for 
Gays, Good for Straights, and Good 
for America by Jonathan Rauch 
cover some, or even most, of the 
arguments for and against gay mar-
riage. It covers them all. An avid 
reader, I have read many books on 
this subject, but none have been as 
prolific as this one. Rauch leaves no 
stone unturned in stating his case for 
gay marriage, and why nothing less 

will do. And he does it in 
a way that is easy to 
understand and makes 
you want to read more. 
An excerpt: 

 “Anti-gay-marriage 
individuals make a mis-
take which is both ironic 
and sad. At a time when 
marriage needs all the 
support and participa-
tion it can get, homo-
sexuals are pleading to 
move beyond cohabitation. Same-
sex marriage offers the opportunity 
for a dramatic public affirmation that 

anything I have heard recently, in-
cluding “Reverend” Pat Robertson’s 
claim that God is punishing the Hai-
tians because they made a deal with 
the devil. It’s bad enough for our op-
ponents to claim we have a secret 
agenda (How many secret meetings 
have you attended lately?), but this 
one takes the cake. Worse, there is a 
sinister edge to it. 

 Right now, the Proposition 8 trial 
is in progress. Here, too, the ploy 
was pushed by anti-LGBT, pro-Prop 
8 people. This time, they went all the 
way to the United States Supreme 
Court to stop the trial from being tele-
vised or “you-tubed.” Why? They say 
harassment and harm could come to 
the defenders of Proposition 8. Put 
this together with the Washington 
case and a pattern is emerging. That 
is, anti-LGBT people are trying to 
convince the courts, and the public in 
general, that LGBT people are dan-
gerous, evil, and capable of commit-
ting physical harm on anti-LGBT 
people if only they know who they 
are. 

 The real reason behind all this, 

Questionable (Continued from page 1) however, is clear to me. The anti-
LGBT people do not want the public 
to know the facts. The results of 
studies and research of the Ameri-
can Psychological Association, the 

American Psychiatric Association, 
and the National Association of So-
cial Workers have been presented to 
the Court as evidence through nu-
merous expert witnesses. That evi-
dence establishes that being gay is a 
natural human condition, and that 
LGBT people are in every respect 
entitled to the same rights as every-
one else.  

 God forbid that the public would 
be exposed to facts and evidence! 

 The anti-LGBT people are trying 
to turn things upside-down ala Alice 
in Wonderland. It has been my dis-
tinct impression that it is not the 
LGBT people who harass and get 
violent. To the contrary, more than 
just Matthew Shepard have been 
victimized, harassed, beaten and 
worse by anti-LGBT people. This has 
been done by ignorant, hateful sorts 
who do not want to be confused by 
facts. 

 All of this is frightening because 
there are people in this country who 
will believe this latest anti-LGBT ma-
neuvering. So, my message is sim-
ple. Talk to your friends and family 
members. Make sure they know 
what the facts are. Persuade them 
that the claims of LGBT people re-
sorting to harassment and possible 
violence are wrong, ridiculous, and 
laughable. Tell them to go to a Pride 
Parade so they can personally ob-
serve potentially “violent, harmful 
LGBT people.” And remind them that 
it is equal rights being sought, noth-
ing more, nothing less. Those are the 
facts, supported by hard evidence, 
not imagined threats created out of 
thin air. 

Anti-LGBT people are  

trying to convince the  

courts, and the public in 

general, that LGBT people  

are dangerous, evil,  

and capable of  

committing physical harm  

on anti-LGBT people. 

marriage is for everybody 
and that nothing else is as 
good. And who is telling 
gays to just shack up in-
stead? The self-styled 
friends of matrimony.” 

 All in all, if you’re 
really interested in under-
standing the true scope of 
gay marriage and its impli-
cations for society, you 
owe it to yourself to read 
Rauch’s book.  I would 

even recommend it to friends on the 
fence—it’s that good. 

Why gay marriage is good for all of us (Book review) 
By Wes Milliken 
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Plaintiffs rest 
in Prop 8 case 
 
 Lawyers for the plaintiffs in 
California’s Proposition 8 lawsuit 
rested their case last month by 
presenting video footage in which 
supporters of the same-sex mar-
riage ban said overturning it would 
lead to polygamy and bestiality and 
equated its social impact to terror-
ism. 

 The footage originated with 
San Diego evangelical pastor Jim 
Garlow who galvanized religious 
support for the Prop 8 ballot meas-
ure in 2008. 

 An Associated Press article 
reported that the lawyers appeared 
to be trying to demonstrate that the 
campaign for the ban was de-
signed to scare voters into support-
ing the measure.  

 One unidentified woman in the 
video said, “a man wanting to 
marry a horse, brothers and sis-
ters, any combination would have 
to be allowed,” if Prop 8 were over-
turned, the AP reported. 

 Another unidentified speaker in 
the video compared the potential 
social impact of “this social reengi-
neering of marriage” to the way the 
9/11 terrorist attacks made the 
world a “fundamentally different 
place,” according to the AP.  

 Campaign chair Ron Prentiss 
spoke against same-sex couples 
raising children in one video. 

 The trial is the first in a federal 
court to examine a state’s ban on 
same-sex marriage is a violation of 
the U.S. Constitution. The defense 
might address the video footage 
when it presents its case this 
month, the AP reported. 

  

 Another study of same-sex par-
enting has found that children raised 
in same-sex households fare as well 
as those raised by heterosexual cou-
ples.  

 USA Today reported on a re-
search review by two sociologists at 
the University of Southern California, 
the results of which were published 
in the Journal of Marriage and Fam-
ily. The five-year review included 81 
studies of one– and two-parent fami-
lies, including gay, lesbian, and het-
erosexual couples. 

 “No research supports the widely 
held conviction that the gender of 
parents matters for child well-being,” 
they concluded in the USA Today 
article. 

 Sociologist Timothy Biblarz was 

quoted in the article: “Children being 
raised by same-gender parents, on 
most all of the measures that we 
care about, self-esteem, school per-
formance, social adjustment, and so 
on, seem to be doing just fine and, in 
most cases, are statistically indistin-
guishable from kids raised by mar-
ried moms and dads on these meas-
ures.” 

 The researchers also noted that 
“two women who choose to parent 
together are slightly more likely than 
a heterosexual couple to be actively 
committed to hands-on parenting.” 
They did not present data on two 
men parenting, but told USA Today 
they had no reason to doubt the re-
sults would be similar. 

Same-sex couples effective parents 

ABSTRACT 
From Journal of Marriage and Family     Feb. 2010 
 
Claims that children need both a mother and father presume that women and 
men parent differently in ways crucial to development but generally rely on 
studies that conflate gender with other family structure variables. We analyze 
findings from studies with these designs that mitigate these problems by com-
paring 2-parent families with same or different sex coparents and single-
mother and single-father families. Strengths typically associated with married 
mother-father families appear to the same extent in families with 2 mothers 
and potentially in those with 2 fathers. Average differences favor women over 
men, but parenting skills are not dichotomous or exclusive. The gender of 
parents correlates in novel ways with parent-child relationships but has minor 
significance for children’s psychological adjustment and social success. 


