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My wife Audrey
and | drove from
Charlotte to Twins-
burg on July 5 and

at the start of our journey,
we picked up a copy of The
Charlotte Observer. It had a
big article about Mike Huck-
aby giving a July 4 sermon
at Charlotte’s First Baptist
Church, where he said to
“applause and nodding
heads” that “if we all lived
by the one Golden Rule,
we’d have no need for other
laws.”

| said to Aud, “If that's
true, why did God have to
give Moses ten rules to live
by? Why did all those other
rules appear in the Bible?
Why do pinheads like Huck-
aby get so much press?”

It got worse. Driving
through West Virginia, we
heard the following on
“Good Ole Religious Ra-
dio”: “Marriage between
homosexuals and marriage
between lesbians is going
to happen, which will violate
the Bible’s teaching that
marriage is between a man
and a woman to procreate,
have children in a well-
ordered marriage and a
well-ordered society. The
result of these immoral mar-
riages will be warped chil-
dren, who will be juvenile

Bigotry & Ignorance
Next 200 Miles
Just Keep Going

By Ed Kancler, Akron chapter president

delinquents and become a
burden on society.” We
changed the radio station.

How is it that a “well-
ordered family” and a “well-
ordered society” are pro-
ducing divorces at a rate of
over 50 percent? How is it
that juvenile delinquency
only exists if there are mar-
riages between loving cou-
ples of the same sex? What
kind of education system
produces such warped
thinking, yet alone says we
need only one “Golden
Rule” to have a society?
Who the hell are these peo-
ple?

For all the good for our
cause that is happening—
and there is plenty of it going
on—we are still faced with
bigotry, ignorance, hate and
stupidity. We must keep
working. We must keep go-
ing. We must keep talking
with our straight friends. We
must persuade and convince
our fellow human beings that
equality is a right, not a privi-
lege, and that all of us are
entitled to live and love our
lives, without fear and with-
out prejudice.

That day will come, but
we still have to work for it.
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Our Mission

PFLAG promotes the health
and well-being of gay, lesbian,
bisexual, and transgender
persons, their families and friends
through SUPPORT to cope with
an adverse society; EDUCATION
to enlighten an ill-informed public;
and ADVOCACY to end
discrimination and to secure equal
civil rights.

PFLAG provides opportunity
for dialogue about sexual
orientation and gender identity
and acts to create a society that is
healthy and respectful of human
diversity.

AKRON CHAPTER
PO Box 5471
Akron, OH 44334

WWW.PFLAGAKRON.ORG

HELPLINE:
330-342-5825

Executive Board

President-Ed Kancler; VP-BIll Libby;
Secretary-Joe Gardner; Treasurer-Trish
Casserly; At Large-Chris Goldthorpe,
David Horowitz, Marie Libby, Audrey
Kancler, Joy Watts, Jim Lake, Sue &
Chuck Magilavy, Bob Menapace

Committee Chairs
Membership-Trish Casserly; Program-
open; Publicity-Marie Libby; Library-
David Greene; Hospitality-Rada Jenkins;
Newsletter-Audrey Kancler

CLEVELAND CHAPTER
615 Prospect St.
Berea, OH 44017

WWW.PFLAGCLEVELAND.ORG
mail@pflagcleveland.org

INFOLINE:
216-556-1701

Executive Board

President-Sharon Groh-Wargo; VP-Jes
Sellers; Secretary-Marianne Buccini;
Treasurer-Art Thomson; At Large-Alan
Cohen, Diana DeForest, Craig Hoffman;
Legislative Coordinator-Tom Roese;
Newsletter-Pat Brandt; Snacks-Gail
Smith; Librarian-Gene Ashley;
Webmaster-Quentin Jamieson

More on

ada 2V HAPPENING

Old Lesbians Organizing for Change national conference, Skyline Hotel and
Conference Center of Independence, Cleveland. (See page 4 for info.)

LGBT Community Center Roller Disco & Dance Party fundraiser, 30325 Pali-
sades Parkway, Wickliffe, 8:00 p.m. (See page 4 for info.)

“City of Borders” documentary movie and discussion with actor, 2:00 p.m.,
MetroHealth Medical Center Auditorium, FREE. Hosted by PFLAG Cleveland.

(See page 3 for info.)

Beauty v. Beast annual charity drag softball game, 5:00 p.m., Gordon Park,
East 72nd St. south of 1-90 exit. Hosted by North Coast gay softball league.
Drag players and cheerleaders, DJ, 50/50 raffle and more. $5. For info:

www.northcoastsoftball.com.

Cleveland PFLAG 25th Anniversary Celebration
tion at www.pflagcleveland.org.

—Look for more informa-

2010 Bruce G. Kriete Award Winners

PFLAG Cleveland proudly an-
nounced the winners of the Bruce G.
Kriete Community Awards for 2010:

Ann and Ed Hoenigman , for their
efforts in education and advocacy re-
lated to LGBTQ high school students in
the Cleveland Catholic Schools.

They are the founders of Fortunate
Families, a support and resource group
for Catholic parents of LGBTQ sons

and daughters. (See note below.)

John Carroll University Allies
for their advocacy for LGBTQ inclusion
in the university’s anti-bias policy.

Congratulations to our winners!
The award is given in memory of Bruce
G. Kriete, a tireless advocate for
LGBTQ rights and founding member of
the Cleveland and Akron PFLAG chap-
ters.

Fortunate Families features Buccini

The Fortunate Families May 2010
newsletter featured an article by
PFLAG Cleveland Secretary Marianne
Buccini.

“From Silence to Advocacy—One
Family’s Story” chronicled Marianne’s

personal journey as a Catholic mother
upon learning her son was gay.

You can read Marianne’s story at

http://fortpride.org/pages/fortunate-
families-newsletter.pdf.
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Now showing: City of Borders

PFLAG Cleveland is hosting a
free movie showing on July 25 at
2:00 p.m. at MetroHealth Medical
Center Auditorium, 2500 Metro-
Health Drive.

Watch “City of Borders,” an
award-winning documentary about
an unusual symbol of unity that de-
fies generations of segregation, vio-
lence and prejudice in the heart of
Jerusalem: a gay bar called
Shushan. Learn how people of op-
posing nationalities, religions and
seual orientation create this island
of peace in a land divided by war.

Then speak with Boody
Quaran, an actor in the film, whose
struggle to live in Ramallah, Israel,
as a gay man eventually caused
him to emigrate to the United
States. It is a cultural experience
and heartfelt journey that highlights

once again the need for acceptance

and understanding for LGBT peo-
ple.

Refreshments will be served.
Parking in the parking garage is
available for a minimal fee.

For more information, call 216-
556-1701 or send an email to
mail@pflagcleveland.org. The film’s
website is at cityofborders.com.

Daroff wins CWRU service award

Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity recently awarded the 2010
President’'s Award for Distinguished
Service to Jane Daroff, a social
worker with University Counseling
Services.

Jane is also a founding member

of the Cleveland chapter of PFLAG.
University President Barbara

Snyder said at the awards event,
“Think beyond the possible truly
describes how people here do their
work.”

Daroff was recognized for her
personal warmth, skillful counseling
and dedication to the improvement
of students’ lives. In addition to her
efforts and service in several stu-
dent areas, she has been instru-
mental in the advancement of LGBT
rights on campus, co-chairing the
university’'s LGBTA Committee and
hosting the annual LGBT Graduate
and Professional School Student
Pizza Party. She also serves on the
National Board of Directors of the
Human Rights Campaign.

“It's exciting to be recognized in
such a lovely way for doing things
that | feel passionate about,” Daroff
said.

Your Teen
mag features
“coming out”

Your Teen magazine will fea-
ture teen coming out stories in its
Fall 2010 issue, including some
from Cleveland PFLAG members.
The stories will be featured in the
Triple Points section of the maga-
zine, where the voices of teens,
parents and professionals are
brought together.

Your Teen is a quarterly pub-
lication for parents of teenagers,
offering guidance through per-
sonal stories balanced with expert
advice. In the past it has covered
several pertinent topics, including:
drugs and alcohol, sexual activity,
eating disorders, suicide, blended
families, teen driving, and social
networking.

The fall issue will be available
in September and may be pur-
chased at Barnes and Noble
bookstores throughout Ohio or
subscriptions are available online
at yourteenmag.com.

PC USAto allow
gay clergy  j

E——
Presbyterian Church 6 b
(USA) at a national

assembly in Minneapolis voted to
allow non-celibate gays in com-
mitted relationships to serve as
clergy by a 53 percent approval.

A separate vote was ex-
pected to address the church’s
definition of marriage.

Policy changes must be ap-
proved by the church’s 173 U.S.
presbyteries before they can take
effect.

Leaders in the
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Support Gay Games with Synergy Old Lesbians

The Cleveland Synergy Foun-
dation, a nonprofit dedicated to en-
hancing the economy, quality of life,
and image of the LGBT and Straight
community of Greater Cleveland,
was an integral factor in securing
Northeast Ohio as the site for the
e2014 Gay Games.

Synergy now has two ways you
can help support the games as you
do business in our area:

Merchant Discount Card

Synergy’s membership card
enables the user to receive dis-
counts at participating area mer-
chants that support diversity, inclu-
sion and acceptance. These include
Waterstreet Grill, Twist Social Club,
Luxe Kitchen and Lounge, Cleve-
land Cinemas Capitol Theater,
Hyde Park Steakhouse, Union Café,
and Hush Nightclub, to name a few.

8:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
30325 Palisades Parkway
Wickliffe 44092

Card cost is $40 and can be
found at mysynergycard.com.

Online Travel Engine

My Synergy Travel can be used
to book business and personal
travel arrangements. Includes air-
line tickets, hotel, and other travel
needs, as well as access to a live
travel agent. Flight prices are moni-
tored and reissued at a lower fare
when applicable. Proceeds benefit
the Gay Games. Book your next trip
at mysynergytravel.com.

national
gathering

Old Lesbians Organizing for
Change (OLOC) will host a na-
tional gathering for leshian women
over 60 in Cleveland July 14-18.

“Old Lesbian Pride: Sharpen-
ing the Radical Edge” meets at the
Skyline Hotel and Conference
Center of Independence, 5300
Rockside Rd.

Keynote speakers include: au-
thor Margaret Cruikshank; OLOC
co-founder Vera Martin; archaeolo-
gist Marilyn Jesmain; and author
and advocate Sheila Ortiz Taylor.

Workshops, a dinner/dance,
and presentation of the first Del
Martin Old Lesbian Pride Award.
For info call 888-706-7506 or email

info@oloc.org.

LGBT Center benefit event

Have a blast in the past at a
roller disco and dance party on July
16 to benefit the LGBT Center of
Greater Cleveland.

This 18 and over event includes
roller skating, dance floor, air
hockey, DJ, costume contest, hourly
raffles, skatesaurus, food, beer and
wine.

Tickets are $20 in advance or

$25 at the door and include skates,
nachos or pizza, and drink ticket good
for soda, beer or wine.

Night will feature DJ Jerry Szoka
playing hits from the 70s, 80s, and 90s,
as well as a live performance by hip
hop artist Captain Magik.

Palisades Parkway is 20 minutes
from downtown Cleveland. For info:
http://rollerdiscodanceparty.webs.com/

ONE Bowling Green seeks campaign help

ONE Bowling Green is cam-
paigning to protect the city’s non-
discrimination ordinances. It is
seeking volunteers to canvass
neighborhoods through the election
season (July-November). First can-
vas day is July 10.

Last August the city council
passed two ordinances expanding
protections against discrimination to
more classes than those covered by
federal and state law.

In September, an opposition

group filed a petition to place both
ordinances up for a repeal vote this
November.

To learn more about this cam-
paign or to volunteer, visit one-
bowlinggreen.org.
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Federal judge declares DOMA unconstitutional

Boston judge ruled that history supports the “exclusive province” of state govern-
ments in determining marriage laws and marital status for their citizens.

A federal district court judge
in Boston has ruled that the 1996
federal law that defines marriage
as one man and one woman is
unconstitutional.

The Boston Globe reported
that Judge Joseph L. Tauro ruled
the Defense of Marriage Act
(DOMA) “violates the Constitu-
tional right of married same-sex
couples to equal protection under
the law and upends the federal
government’s long history of al-
lowing states to set their own mar-
riage laws.”

The ruling resulted from sepa-
rate lawsuits filed by the Gay & Les-
bian Advocates & Defenders
(GLAD) and the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts. The GLAD suit was
filed on behalf of eight same-sex
couples and three surviving
spouses legally married in Massa-
chusetts who were denied federal
rights and benefits under DOMA.

The state suit challenged the
federal government’s requirement
that in operating federally-funded
programs such as Medicaid, Social
Security, and veteran’s programs,
the state must treat some of its mar-
ried citizens differently than others.

According to The Boston Globe,
Judge Tauro noted in his ruling that
states have set their own marriage
laws since before the American
Revolution and that marriage laws
were considered “such an essential
element of state power” that the
subject was even broached at the
time of the framing of the Constitu-
tion. He also noted that laws barring
interracial marriage were once at
least as contentious as the current
battle over gay marriage.

“But even as the debate con-
cerning interracial marriage waxed

The Spirit of Ameri

[\ Asmcmwgﬁm]

and waned throughout history, the
federal government consistently
yielded to marital status determina-
tions established by the states,”
Tauro wrote. “And this court is con-
vinced that the federal government’s
long history of acquiescence in this
arena indicates that, indeed, the fed-
eral government traditionally re-
garded marital status determinations
as the exclusive province of state
government.”

The Human Rights Campaign
praised the decisions of Judge
Tauro and his conclusion that
“indeed, Congress undertook this
classification for the one purpose
that lies entirely outside of legisla-
tive bounds, to disadvantage a
group of which it disapproves. And
such a classification, the Constitu-
tion clearly will not permit.”

HRC President Joe Salmonese
released a statement saying,
“Today’s decision is a confirmation
of what every leshian, gay, bisexual
and transgender American knows to
be a basic truth—we, and our fami-
lies, are equal.”

The decisions are likely to be
appealed by the Department of Jus-
tice to the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the First Circuit. Neither suit chal-
lenged the part of DOMA that says
states are not required to recognize
same-sex marriages performed le-
gally in other states.

“Today” show to include same-
sex couples in wedding contest

The Today Show announced
that its 11th Annual Wedding Con-
test, which allows viewers to vote
for a couple to get married on the
air and select key details such as
the wedding dress wear and hon-
eymoon spot, will be open to
same-sex couples. The decision
came after thousands of phone
calls and emails flooded NBC's
offices over the past week.

NBC initially argued that the
decision was made because this
year's wedding will take place at

Rockefeller Center in New York City
and the state of New York does not
offer marriage licenses to same sex
couples. In past years, when the
wedding took place outside of New
York, same sex couples were al-
lowed to participate.

However, gay rights advocates
argued that the state of New York
recognizes same-sex marriages
from other states, which meant
NBC's argument was flawed. It
seems the NBC executives agreed.
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LGBT news from around the country, world

UNITED STATES
Federal Government

State Dept. —The U.S. State Depart-
ment announced a new policy to is-
sue passports that reflect a person’s
current gender when either a previ-
ous passport or other personal docu-
mentation reflected a different gen-
der. Transgender persons must sub-
mit a certification from a physician
confirming their transition.

President Obama —The President
signed a memorandum requiring all
federal agencies to immediately ex-
tend a number of benefits to the
same-sex domestic partners of fed-
eral employees. These include long
term care insurance, counseling ser-
vices, adoption assistance, reloca-
tion expenses, and tax reimburse-
ments on health insurance premi-
ums, among others.

Labor Dept. —The U.S. Department
of Labor will now allow workers to
take family medical leave to care for
their same-sex partners’ sick or new-
born children. The new ruling allows
up to 12 weeks of leave, even in the
employees has not legally adopted
the child.

Council on Homelessness —The
U.S. Interagency Council on Home-
lessness released a federal plan
aimed at ending homelessness. Most
notably, it identified LGBT youth as a
vulnerable population, recognizing
the severe discrimination these youth
face when seeking alternative hous-

ing.

Supreme Court —The Supreme
Court ruled that a law school can
legally deny recognition to a Chris-
tian student group that won't let gays
join. The court turned away an ap-
peal from the Christian Legal Soci-
ety, which was denied funding and

recognition by the University of Cali-
fornia’s Hastings College of the Law
due to its violation of the university's
non-discrimination rules for student
groups.

IRS—The Internal Revenue Service
has ruled that same-sex couples
must be treated the same as het-
erosexual couples under a feature
of California tax law. Advocates for
the change say it is the first time the
agency has acknowledged gay cou-
ples as a unit for tax purposes. Cou-
ples who are registered as domestic
partners in California must combine
their income and each report half of
it on their separate tax returns.

UNITED STATES
State Governments

Hawaii—The governor of Hawaii
vetoed a bill to legalize same-sex
civil unions in the state. Gov. Linda
Lingle said it was one of the hardest
decisions she has made since tak-
ing office eight years ago.

Wisconsin —The Wisconsin Su-
preme Court has upheld the state's
2006 constitutional ban on gay mar-
riage and civil unions. In a 7-0 rul-
ing, the court ruled that the amend-
ment was properly put to voters in a
statewide referendum.

WORLD

Iceland —The only country in the
world to have an openly gay head of
state (Prime Minister), passed a law
on Friday allowing same-sex part-
ners to get married in a unanimous
vote which met with no political re-
sistance.

India—Hundreds of Indian gay
rights activists and their supporters
celebrated the first anniversary of a
landmark court ruling decriminaliz-
ing homosexuality and marking their
gradual acceptance in the deeply
conservative country.

Ireland —The Irish Parliament
passed a civil union bill that would
recognize the domestic partnerships
of same-sex couples and confer
some of the rights and benefits of
marriage. The bill still requires the
signature of Irish President Mary
McAleese to become law.

Mexico City —The city has seen
271 gay and lesbian couples get
married since the capital enacted
the first law in Latin America explic-
itly allowing same-sex marriages.
Mexico’s Supreme Court is consid-
ering challenges to the law, which
applies only to the capital.

Portugal —A leshian couple be-
came the first same-sex couple to
marry under Portugal's new mar-
riage-equality law. The couple had
fought for the law after being denied
the right to marry in 2006.



